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Success stories: Saving Sam ana
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DO you want |t7 CITY MARKET CARES!

Join our City Market Cares
program and help support
CAWS.

You help support CAWS by
giving us your City Market
Value Card number — a
portion of every purchase

Hel‘e S hOW tO you make will go to CAWS.
get it, free! And, as always, your

donations are most

And send a free subscription to my friend. { (Any amount is appreciated.)

E 1 A Or, I will make a payment through Paypal
! E on the CAWS website — CAWSonline.org.

Get your favorite local magazine, free. Fill out appreciated.
and clip the coupon below and get Rescue P iy it
Magazine mailed directly to your home or Yes, here’s my City Market card
office. Or visit your local City Market, one of | number!
several business locations, where you can pick
up a copy. e |
E Address E
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" : City, State, ZIP :
' Yes, I want to get RESCUE MAGAZINE A i
{ mailed to my home or office, free. o
Name 1 City Market Value Card # i
Address E E
City, State, ZIP E And here’s my gift for: E
13 $10 i
E-mail/Phone E J 525 E
' d $50 '

E-mail/Phone

CLIP AND RETURN THIS FORM TO:

RESCUE MAGAZINE BELTA COUNTY CITIZENS for
P.O.BOX 12 ANIMAL WELFARE w0 SHELTER
CRAWFORD, CO 81415

Citizens for Animal Welfare and Shelter
y P.O. Box 12, Crawford, CO 81415
...................................................... 970-361-8600 ¢ CAWSonline.org
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SUCCESS FEATURE FEATURE DEPARTMENTS Message from CAWS:
STORY STORY STORY Pack Leader: Growing pains
Saving Sam CAWS launches new Sniffin’ out scat for Men as pack leaders Page 11
Page 6 tiered foster program  conservation Page 4
Page 8 Page 12 Creature features:
Editor’s Note: Adoptable animals
LOCAL SCENE Critter books to live Page 14
“The Call of the Wild” and cry by
comes to Delta County Page 5
Page 10
ABOUT THE COVER:
Lucy is waiting to be adopted (see page 14). JOANN KALENAK PHOTO
PHOTO THIS PAGE:
CAWS focuses on new tiered foster program (see story, page 8). ISTOCK PHOTO
RESCWU K is a nonprofit CAWS Vision: We envision a world PUBLISHER CAWS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
quarterly magazine for anyone who where no Delta County dog or cat is JoAnn Kalenak JoAnn Kalenak
feels compassion for stray or aban- homeless or killed as a result of too President
doned animals in need of a loving many animals and too few homes. EDITOR Pat Gwinn

home, and who shares our concern
that wildlife and not-so-wild life
receive humane treatment. The pub-
lication has a commitment to advo-
cate and to actively assist the efforts
of CAWS (Delta County Citizens for
Animal Welfare and Shelter) and to
educate the public about animal
care, hopefully inspiring
compassion.

The greatness of a nation... can be
Judged by the way its animals are
treated.” — Mahatma Gandhi

Where all are well cared for and pro-
vided food, shelter, a safe and secure
living environment, exercised prop-
erly and veterinary attention.

CAWS Mission: End the suffering of
dogs and cats by reducing the num-
ber of unwanted births and promote
adoption of unwanted dogs and cats
in Delta County.

T ST TR
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Jodi Peterson

FOUNDING EDITOR
Ed Ashby

DELTA COUNTY CITIZENS FOR
ANIMAL WELFARE AND SHELTER
Mary Martindale
Barkin’ Bargains Manager
970-527-5111

LaFawn Hamm
Program Coordinator
970-361-8600

P.O. Box 12
Crawford, CO 81415
caws.paonia.com

Vice President
David Anderson,
Treasurer

Linda Hansen,
Director

Gloria Crouch,
Director

David Jacobson,
Director

Rand Kokernot,
Director
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OH! KITTY CORRAL
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Situated just north of the heart of
downtown Paonia business district,
this resort provides upscale lodging
far felines and your small pets, meet-
ing all their needs. Surrounded by
trees, birds, and homelike atmos-
phere, your loved ones will receive
around-the-clock care, with daily
exercise indoors and out, while they
safely awail your return.

Drefimitely the altemative to boarding at the vets!

¥
'&%

For reservations
or a tour, please call

ady 970-527-7999
@ ¢ wwwohkittycorral.com

38883 Stucker Mesa Road
Hotchkiss, CO 81419

Other small animals
and credit cards accepted.
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PACK LEADER

Men as pack
leaders

My first thought when being asked to write on
this subject was, “ How do I write about my dog
training experience with men when all my
clients are women?” Then I realized that the fact
men do not ask for my help is good reason to
address this subject.

Male "Leaders" have primarily dominated
human civilization. We tend to think of men as
those who “Take command.” In fact, male energy
(testosterone) is more linear in nature where as
female energy
is more holis-
tic or circular
in nature.
Dogs respond
well to liner
energy when
they are given
commands,
but they do
not respond well to fearful energy, and here in
lies the challenge. The majority of men are quite
fearful. Most male “Leaders” are dominate, fear-
ful, aggressive, and self centered. Just look at
the state of our current world order. Dogs need a
strong, calm and connected leader. Openness,
compassion, connectivity, and intuition are ele-
ments of the femine that most men could use
more of. Patience is another huge element to
being a good pack leader. I find men often lack in
this area (I sure do). Men tend to view life as a
problem that needs to be fixed. Our dog's lives
need to be tended to not fixed. Care and atten-
tion needs to be given on a daily basis. They ask
us to be present to them in each and every
moment. That's not all ways possible, but we can
try. I myself am in a constant state of success
and failure with my own training. I feel at my
best when I am calm and connected to my dogs. I
feel like I actually have my act together when I
am in the zone with my dogs.

The ultimate pack leader is a balance of
female and male energy (imagine that!) . So to
my male companions please consider the quali-
ties of patience, connection, and calm intuition.
Please be honest with yourself if you are fearful
or aggressive in nature. Work at bringing bal-
ance, strength and grace to our dog's life and to
our world in general... We really need it!

GUSTAVO BRETT
PACK LEADER DOG TRAINING
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I read the final few chapters
through a mist of tears, sniffling
and sobbing, blowing my nose, try-
ing not to get the pages damp. As I
read, I'd so admired the stalwart
spirit of the hero, his zest for adven-
ture, his uncomplicated approach to
life. Now, his tragic death was
breaking my heart. You'd have
thought that I was finishing the lat-
est romantic bestseller by Nicholas
Sparks or Jodi Picoult. But this
hero wasn’t human, and the book
was Merle’s Door: Lessons from a
Free-Thinking Dog, by Ted
Kerasote.

The book tells the story of Merle,
a stray who finds Kerasote on a
desert camping trip and basically
declares with his eyes “you need a
dog, and I'm it.” Kerasote adopts
the dog, names him Merle and
brings him to his rural Wyoming
home. He and Merle develop a deep,
complex bond, based on freedom.
Merle can come and go at will
through his own doggy door (hence
the title), which leads not to a
fenced yard but to the wide world
beyond. Though Merle spends his
days wandering and pursuing his
own interests, he always returns to
Kerasote. By watching and observ-
ing, the writer comes to understand
his dog’s view of the world, and
shares his captivating insights into
canine evolution and behavior. "His
(Merle's) lessons weren’t about
training, but about partnership,”
writes Kerasote. “They were never
about method; they were about atti-
tude.”

Merle’s Door was by no means
the first dog story that broke my
heart. That honor goes to Where the
Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls,
which my third-grade teacher read
aloud to the class. Even she couldn’t
hold back the tears, and I sobbed
for days every time I thought about

Critter books to live and cry by

Editor curlers up with a dog-gone good read

Billy, his hounds Old Dan and Little
Ann, and that awful mountain lion.
The next year we read Old Yeller, by
Fred Gipson, which told the tale of
Travis, a Texas farm boy, and his
big “yeller” dog. Then I found and
devoured Jim Kjelgaard’s series of
books about a line of beautiful,
uncannily smart Irish Setters: Big
Red, Irish Red, Outlaw Red. And
Jack London, too, those fine,
thrilling tales of dogs and wolf-dogs
in the Alaskan bush, White Fang
and Call of the Wild.

Rk AL

But it seemed to me from all
those books that only boys got to
have grand adventures with dogs,
which struck me as completely
unfair. I didn’t have a dog, either,
much as I wanted one, but I imag-
ined how my brave, ever-faithful
hound and I would run off into the
mountains to live. He’d hunt for
both of us and fend off bears. When
my parents gave me Ajax: Golden
Dog of the Australian Bus, by Mary
E. Patchett, on my 10th birthday, I
was stunned. Finally, a girl who had

her own dog — and not just the mar-
velous dingo mix of the title, but
also a bulldog named Algy and a
terrier named Ben, not to mention
horses, kangaroos and goannas.
With her animals and her family,
Mary lived a vastly exciting, often
dangerous life in the Australian
Outback. In a drab suburb of
Denver, I pretended our back yard
was a cattle station in the Bush,
poisonous snakes lurked in our gar-
den, and my yellow tabby was actu-
ally Ajax. Then I found the story of
Julie, an Inuit child who did that
little Aussie girl one better, surviv-
ing all by herself on the Arctic tun-
dra, raised by a pack of wolves
(Julie of the Wolves, Jean Craighead
George).

Decades later, I continue to
delight in dog books. I've come
across some truly wonderful cat
books (like James Herriot’s Cat
Stories and Cleveland Amory’s The
Cat Who Came for Christmas) but
somehow I always return to tales of
canines. R.M. Koster’s Carmichael’s
Dog tells the fanciful tale of a cur-
mudgeonly sci-fi writer who is pos-
sessed by a whole host of demons —
of wrath, pride, lust, envy, sloth and
avarice. He’s wildly successful but
no one suspects that he’s haunted
by demons except Furfante, a tiny
lapdog who proves himself an able
four-footed exorcist. It’s a rather
weird story, but witty and wise.
Then there’s The Dog Lover’s
Literary Companion, edited by John
Richard Stephens, with dog-cen-
tered excerpts from writers ranging
from John Muir to Bram Stoker to
Warren Harding to Sting. Perhaps
this remembering of great dog books
will remind you of others you’ve
enjoyed — and perhaps you’ll go
back to them, and dog-ear the
pages.

JODI PETERSON
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For my Oscar,
You were the first dog that was actually my own.
Or, maybe | was the first human that was
actually your own? There hasn't been another
since. | knew from the day | found you in the
pound that you were truly something special.
| miss you.

Thanks for spending some time with me.

Dave

Leroy, we miss you everyday.
The Drummonds

Oh, puppy Oh, puppy TN
Your heart is so sweet. -
When | hugged you good night, you fell asleep. n _g
By the time you left me, N *
| felt lonely in my heart.

by Cecilia, age 12

SUCCESS STORIES

A hard mission:

“Are you ready to go take a look at that
puppy? my husband, Wayne said, with his dis-
arming smile that made it hard for me to say
no. Four years had passed since we’d lost
Pepper, our beloved Husky Lab mix. Maybe it
was time to get another dog. On the way, Wayne
filled in more details of the story. Someone had
dumped a puppy off at his brother’s ranch, and
Dennis had been caring for him for a few weeks
while he tried to find him a home.

Arriving at his brother’s, we looked around
but didn’t see a puppy. All at once from the
other side of the yard a black ball of fur came
bounding toward us. Wayne knelt down and
barely had a chance to touch the puppy’s wig-
gling body when he spotted me. I tried to
remain detached as he jumped up and down,
begging me to pet him. Soon I was on the
ground too. He ran back and forth between us,
ecstatic to have some attention.

After a while we got up to go, planning to
discuss whether we wanted the puppy on our
walk home. As Wayne and I headed up the
driveway we looked back. The little black dog
was following us. We looked at each other and
smiled. “It looks like the decision has already
been made,” I told Wayne.

We named him Sam. Our vet estimated the
pup’s age, and we figured Sam must have been
dumped when he was only six weeks old.

Sam needed lots of tender, loving care.
Although he was very friendly, he had some
trust issues. Just before dark he would sit on
our porch looking sad. Then he’d grab whatever
he could in his mouth and aggressively tear it
apart. I think he was reliving his traumatic
abandonment and didn’t know what else to do. I
sat with him on my lap just before dark com-
forting him several nights until he outgrew it.

Sam loved taking long walks on our ranch.
One day as we were walking along the road he
stopped and stood perfectly still with one front
paw raised, tail sticking straight out and his
nose pointed at the sagebrush patch on the side
of the road. He looked at me as if I was sup-
posed to give him a command. When I didn’t
say anything he darted off into the underbrush.
Several minutes passed. Suddenly a pheasant
flew into the air, then another and soon one
more. I was amazed at how quickly he’d found
their hiding places and flushed them out with-
out any barking. He sat down and watched
them. Once again I sensed he was waiting for a



Saving Sam

command. “Good boy,” I said. He trotted back to me
with his head held high, feeling a great sense of accom-
plishment. We looked at a book of dog breeds and decid-
ed he was a wire-haired pointer with some terrier
thrown in because he liked to catch field mice.

Sam. COURTESY WOLF FAMILY.

As Sam grew older he developed a bad habit of run-
ning off to the neighbor’s to play with their dogs. A cou-
ple of times he was gone overnight. We live on a ranch
and our fence is made to keep out cows and horses, not
to keep dogs in. We started tying him up and he was not
happy. He didn’t fight it. He just got depressed. I knew
that wasn’t the answer.

After a week of discussing our options we decided
we’d have to find another home for him. It was a heart-
wrenching decision but we knew it was best for Sam. I
prayed we wouldn’t have to take him to a shelter. Then
Wayne remembered a group he had worked with as a
county commissioner. He called CAWS and they con-
firmed they had room for him in a foster home I was so
happy. He would stay there until they could find a per-
manent home for him.

When we took him to meet his foster mom, Mary,
Sam gave her a big lick on the face. “What a sweetie,”
she exclaimed. We helped Mary load his doggy bed,
toys and food into her car. Wayne had Sam get in the
back seat. The last time I saw him he was sitting in her
front seat, happily looking out the window and ready for
his next adventure. I knew he’d find a loving home with
another family.

BY KRISTINE WOLF

MESSAGE FROM SAM’S NEW
FAMILY

“My whole family would really like to thank you again
for allowing us to adopt Sam.

He really is a special dog and exactly what we were
looking for. We've already taken a couple of nice hikes
and Sam really likes to play in the snow. He’s eating
well and seems very comfortable with his new situation.
His inquisitiveness and playfulness are a joy to watch,
and yes he does like to take odd items and move them
around and play with them. So far this has not led to
any destructive results, so it’s fine. He’s really pretty
good on a leash and knows Sit. We’re working on Stay,
Come and Heel at which point he will have more free-
dom.”

xxxxxx Family

Puppy-mill pup finds
her forever home

CAWS often gets wonderful letters from folks that have
adopted animals in need of a loving home. Below are
some heart-warming thoughts from a wonderful woman
who recently adopted Peanut, a wisp of a dog, rescued
from a puppy-mill where she’d spent for entire life in a
cage.

“Peanut is the ultimate lap dog, and you would have
gotten a kick out of seeing her the other day with her
back half on the arm of my recliner and her head resting
on my lap! She has been a lot of company for me and has
a wonderful disposition. As my sister said recently:
“Peanut probably thinks that she died and has gone to
dogie heaven!” Well, I'll admit she’s already spoiled, but
she deserves to be after a rough start in her life.

She’s a very happy dog and races through the house on
occasion with lightening speed and has “howled” three
times since she's been here. I decided those are both
traits from her dachshund side.

She accomplished a milestone today by going down the
hall all by herself and using
the pee pee pads that are in
the corner of my computer
room. Of course I praised her
right away for “going potty on '_
her mat,” and she seemed to
be pleased. Well, I always
praise her, but this time she
wasn’t in her play pen or in
my workroom with the door
closed, so it was special.”

e
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DELTA COUNTY CITIZENS for
ANIMAL WELFARE an:d SHELTER

BeCAWS. We (Care!

Foster Homes and Volunteers Needed.
Call LaFawn at 970-361-8600.

HORPTTAT
“HERE FOR YOUR HEALTH"

Emergency Services are proviged o you by board —cerbidied
phyeisiang, specially trained nuress, gnd suppon tam profecakanale
warking 247 o provige duslity cire Boour patiends
Jibie Barion BM, i one of them

Juda Sarian Reypstangd Aurse an day i o e SR and o tan fronds Amos

S Dhacsy Lngisr & grande st i e blamineehs Wikdereds, Colrado
WWW DELTEHOSPITAL ORG « ST0HTE. 7581
1501 EAST 3R0 STREET » F.OUAOK 11 » DELTA, QO 816
4 HOUR PHYSICAR-STAFFED + EMERGENCY CARE
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CAWS launches n¢
foster program

The Delta County Citizens for Animal Welfare and
Shelter (CAWS)was formed to promote and encourage
the humane treatment of dogs and cats who have been
rescued or abandoned. The organization promotes
adoption, develops spay/neuter programs, and encour-
ages a foster home network through public education.

CAWS is a 501-C3 organization and is completely
funded by donations and grants. It is supported by a
dedicated assortment of volunteers whose uniting
value is an unconditional love and respect for animals.
In its eighth year of providing spay/neuter services,
and caretaker families, it has fostered/adopted out
close to a thousand abandoned or rescued animals in
Western Colorado’s North Fork Valley. It has
spay/neutered many more.

CAWS has a new board and a new vigor toward its
goal of bettering the lives of
animals in the county. As the
area does not have a county-
wide system for dealing with
rescued dogs and cats, CAWS'
first order of business is to
implement a new foster care
program in the area through
finding suitable families. A
new multi-tiered system will
allow potential foster families
many options depending on
what works for them.

Emergency care homes will
provide short-term care, usual-
ly five days or less and will be used to get a stray
and/or abused pet into the system after which it is
placed in a more permanent home.

Treatment homes will provide care whereby injured
dogs or cats recuperate after they have had surgery.
Caregivers will be trained to care for the injured ani-
mal until it is well enough to move on to a more perma-




>w “tiered”

nent foster home.

Short term care homes
will offer care for special
needs animals whose owner
is in the hospital and can’t
care for their pet due to med-
ical reasons, or who need
someone to care for their pet
while they respond to an
emergency of their own.

Special care homes will
provide an option for a pet
whose owner has been placed
in a nursing home. The
CAWS provider would care
for the pet and they or a vol-
unteer would take it to see
its owner as allowed. This
could be a long term place-
ment and these animals
would not be put up for
adoption until their owner relinquishes them or passes away.

And finally, foster/compassionate care homes will offer shelter for usually
three months or less. CAWS pays for food and veterinary care and provides an
outdoor shelter where needed.

If you are interested in becoming a foster family for a dog or cat, or wish to
donate or volunteer in any way, please write PO Box 12, Crawford, CO, 81415 or
phone 970-361-8600 and talk to the new program coordinator, LaFawn Hamm.
The CAWS office is located in Barkin Bargains at 211 Grand Ave. in Paonia.
Adoptable animals and more may be viewed at its website — CAWSonline.org or
e-mail CAWS@CAWSonline.org for more information about CAWS.

RAND KOKERNOT
Promotional support for CAWS’ foster and adoption program has been made
possible by a grant from the Animal Assistance Foundation.

CAWS’ TIERED FOSTER HOME SYSTEM

Hardin's
Natural
Foods

* Featuring Local,
Organic Products

* Vitamins & Bodycare
* Natural Groceries
* Local Wine Tasting

BUYING CLUB ORDERS
WELCOME

31424 HWY 92
HOTCHKISS, CO 81419
970-872-3019
Mon-Sat 9-6, Sun 12-5

www.hardinsnaturalfoods.com
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‘AMERIGAR NATIONAL .
%L_M{m REALTYw: @ ENDOWMENT “Call of the Wild”

570 5. Grand Mes Drive
comes to Delta County

Ldpridyp:, T R1413 o ¥OR THE ARTS
Phone: #56- TI]{I'[I'
You'll be so “Buck did not read the newspapers, or he would have
do known that trouble was brewing, not alone for him-
|Ikl|}|!|} when self but for every tidewater dog, strong of muscle and
you hl.'l}' your with warm, long hair, from Puget Sound to San
new home! Diego. Because men, groping in the Arctic darkness,
had found a yellow metal...”

Do you remember the first time you read Jack
London’s Call of the Wild? This great adventure
novel tells the story of Buck, a dog stolen from his
California home and doomed to toil in the goldfields
of Alaska. In April, through a Big Read grant from
the National Endowment for the Arts, Delta County
Libraries will offer numerous free events featuring
London’s classic tale — and CAWS is a community
partner.

Americanland Realty.com

9t ’s AU bout %aa

&,

Nancy Baker

Certified Massage Therapist
615 NE 2nd Street
Cedaredge, CO 81413 l,‘lﬂ\ﬂ
(970) 210-9745 ey

Mtiseum...Library

“We hope reading Call of the Wild will draw
attention not only to the importance of wilderness
but to the many ways dogs have helped mankind
throughout history — and to issues of animal cruel-
ty,” explains co-coordinator Laura Lee Yates from the
Paonia Library. “We’ve designated May 1st as Dog
Day, with a mile-long ‘Strut Your Mutt’ parade begin-
ning at Barkin’ Bargains on Grand Avenue in Paonia
and ending at Paonia Town Park, where we’ll have
fun and educational presentations — and, of course,
rewards for all the dogs.”

Other events still under construction at press-
time include Kickoff Parties, bird-watching expedi-
tions, a Klondike Day celebration at Fort
Uncompahgre, and a Full Moon Howl in each com-
munity. Wolf researchers will be visiting local
schools, and students from 7th-12th grades can par-
ticipate in a “Writing Wild” challenge with cash
prizes.

Beginning in late March, stop by any Delta
County Library for signup forms for “Dog Day” and
information about the other Big Read events, as well
as your free copy of Jack London’s Call of the Wild.

LAURA LEE YATES

MOIST & MEATY
CHEWY DOG TREATS

Greal for Trainirg

ropacpetfood.com
1-800-752-2319

- :r..i

Avillabj® at PAONIA FARM & HOME SUPPLY
~ N206 6rand ave. - 970-521-3301
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This past February, I took a couple of
vacation days from my “paying job” at
High Country News to jump, feet-first,
into a pool of reflection and deep analysis.
Afterward, my head was swimming but
my spirits were high.

Sounds like a great spa day, huh?

Well, not exactly. It was more like six-
teen hours at one of the most intense,
information-filled seminars that I've ever
attended.

Pat Gwinn, CAWS’ VP (or VEEP, as
she likes to call herself), and I spent two
days in the company of other animal res-
cue friends — including staff and board
from Second Chance in Ridgeway and
folks from Gunnison Valley Animal
Welfare League — where we were attend-
ing a seminar, “Raising Funds in
Challenging Times.” Presented by Richard
Male, a well-known expert on nonprofit
fundraising, organizational growth and
board leadership, the seminar was a “pri-
vate” presentation offered to four area ani-
mal rescue groups. Animal Assistance
Foundation executive director, David Gies
and Program Officer, Sarah Timms also
attended the training as workshop facili-
tator’s. (AAF has my ‘thank you’ for pro-
viding a majority of the funding for the
program.)

Bottom line, the event was an invalu-
able opportunity for CAWS to network
with our animal rescue neighbors and talk
about everything from board structure to
raising funds in a recession. But the most
important thing I took away from the dis-
cussions and workshops was the under-
standing of what is expected of me as
president of a well-respected organization
— leadership.

Big deal, you say? Wasn’t that clear
going into the position? Not really. In the
beginning, I focused on revitalizing our
foster and adoption program, getting our
accounting in order, maintaining our
many licenses, overseeing a thrift store,
and a myriad of other projects and tasks
vital to the management of CAWS.

That’s where Rich nailed me.
Management. “Leaders steer, managers
execute,” he said. Gads, I thought. I am a
control freak who has spent most of my
career in management, and now, I was
being asked to provide tools, empower oth-
ers and concentrate on building a sustain-

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Growing pains
CAWS moves through its life-cycle

able organization that I can pass on to
other leaders.

I must have broken out in a cold sweat
because “Veep Pat” took my arm and said,
“We can do this. Just look at all of the
things we've done these last few months.”

Pat was right. CAWS has moved into a
“transitional point, where the balance
between leadership and management
changes,” explained Rich in his lesson on
the “Life Cycles of the Nonprofit.” Over
the last several months, CAWS has put a
great deal of emphasis on clarifying its
values, empowering its volunteers, devel-
oping a strategic business and marketing
plan, and building the organization’s
infrastructure. These are all signs of an
organization growing toward the maturity
stage in its natural life cycle.

CAWS has been in a growth stage for
several years and in 2009 we realized that
our expectations were beginning to exceed
our resources of time, people, talent, and
money. According to Rich's analysis of
nonprofit growth, this happens to all
groups that continue to progress. And
CAWS has continued to progress.

My cold sweat clears when I consider
the important steps we've taken over the
past six months. The new board and grow-
ing volunteer base are people that have an
understanding of the organization’s roots
— the community need that generated the
original idea — and a passion for the orga-
nization's mission, they also bring a wide
variety of talents and skills including
banking and finance, marketing and pub-
lic education, fund raising, nonprofit legal-
ities, and human and media relations.

Further, we've hired two part time
manages to oversee our most vital pro-
grams. A local CPA and bookkeeper helps
with our accounting needs and our board
is filled with dedicated professionals all
taking on important leadership roles
(please visit www.CAWSonline.org/board
to learn more about the CAWS BOD).

My head is still spinning but my spir-
its remain high. CAWS is so dear to my
heart...yes, it’s a living thing to me and I
am bound to nurture and grow it, as I do
my own family. CAWS will continue well
into the future — well past my lifetime.

JOANN KALENAK

Critter Care
Guide

Products and services for your
pets and domestic animals

Happy Tails Pet Lodge

For Particular Pets ... and Their Owners

970-856-4564

23032 Sweet Clover Rd., Cedaredge
BOARDING + DAYCARE + BATHING

_. KG Dog Grooming
i Carihing Professional Groomea

L | SEars ::rl""||'.l' #HICA

i‘.-_,r.\_' s al TIE!

504 Bax Elder Ave,
Faonia - 5276103

LFINE PUBLICATIONS
S226E Linman Rond
Cravford, OO S1416
S-S0
alpinapubcom

/ \

Hezy
."-I-I:I:-'_.-:'.,'

L < Hitmfe ) ]

Wild Birds Unlimited

Everything for the
backyard bird enthusiast.
970-242-2843
2454 US Hwy 6 & 50

\ Grand Junction, CO /

DOG PROBLEMS ?
Call

Pack Leader Dog Training

Who’s in
charge,
you
or your
dog?
I’d love
to help.

Please call
970-210-2329.

SPRING 2010 IRIESSCUES 11



120 N. 6th Street

Hotchkiss, CO 81419 Fk
970-872-4277

1340 Hwy 92
Delta, CO 81416
970 874-7674

DELTA COUNTY FEDERAL
CREDIT UNION

“Vour commrity credit anion”™

www.deltacountyfcu.com
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Simple -to- Complex Printing
Black & white -to- Full Color

High Comniry

DRIN 970-527-4567
Y ) : E ; Mon.- Fri, 9-5
Rz,
printwithus @ tds.net -
Fax 975276148 -
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FEATURE STORY

Sniffin’ out scat

Go to work," Aimee Hurt calls. It's a cool August
afternoon in Montana's Blackfoot Valley. Dressed in
an orange vest and bear bells, Wicket begins sweep-
ing across the trail, running in wide arcs, jumping
downed trees, traveling with her nose high, mouth
wide open. We follow the 3-year-old Lab cross
through a recently logged patch of woods at the base
of the Scapegoat Wilderness.

Wicket narrows in on an area, becomes more
focused, tail wagging furiously. Suddenly, she stops,
sits down and stares at her handler. Hurt walks
over to investigate her find. "Good girl!" she yells,
and tosses Wicket her favorite toy. "It could be griz-
zly," Hurt says, pulling out a bag to collect the sam-
ple for analysis. Some dogs lead the blind, others
sniff out drugs or explosives. Wicket's specialty is
poop: grizzly, black bear, cougar and wolf. A specially
trained scat-detection dog, Wicket is conducting sci-
ence in a whole new way. She and a growing team of
dogs like her are making significant contributions to
conservation efforts in the West and around the
globe.

With the DNA extracted from the scat Wicket
finds, scientists can identify species and sex, and
potentially determine population size, home range,
paternity and kinship. The analysis of endocrine
extracted from scat can even determine the repro-
ductive status of the animals.

Armed with hundreds of millions of scent-sensi-
tive cells, compared to the dismal few hundred pos-
sessed by humans, dogs are ideal for scat-detection
work. But not all dogs are employable. As Megan
Parker, co-founder of Working Dogs for
Conservation Foundation (WDCF), points out, "Most
people would describe these dogs as psycho."

Hurt, also a co-founder of WDCF, came across
Wicket at Pintler Pets, a shelter in Anaconda,
Mont., when the pup was just 12 months old. An
employee contacted her about a different dog, but
that mildly playful mutt lacked the off-the-charts
energy and drive necessary for a scat-dog's line of
work. A stroll through the kennel led Hurt to
Wicket, who was bouncing off the walls, completely
ball-obsessed. "When I described to the shelter
worker which dog I wanted to take for a try-out, she
said, "That one's crazy, " says Hurt. "Turned out to
be the right kind of crazy." Wicket had been passed
over for the last six months, but her day had finally
come.

After just nine weeks of intensive training,
Wicket went to work. Now, she is in her third sea-
son on the Wildlife Conservation Society's
Centennial Carnivore Connectivity Project, an



for conservation

attempt to determine the habitat selection and movement patterns of the four criti-
cal carnivore species whose scat are Wicket's specialty. The Centennials serve as a
migratory corridor between the Yellowstone area and central Idaho's Frank Church
River of No Return Wilderness. Connecting these two areas is essential for prevent-
ing genetic isolation of these species.

This fall, Wicket will begin work for the Missoula, Mont.-based Rocky Mountain
Research Station. She'll be part of an ongoing study of the elusive fisher. Fishers - a
relative of the weasel - are rare in the Rocky Mountains; they have been found only
in north-central Idaho and west-central Montana. Researchers plan to employ a
variety of survey methods - including Wicket's skills - to learn more about how and
why this carnivore is so rare in this area.

Wicket's work is deeply important to her human handlers and to all the scientists
who use the data she uncovers. But for Wicket herself, it's all about a romp through
the woods for a few minutes of ball time, her coveted reward for a successful find.

When not on the job, Wicket spends her downtime obsessing over the hose. She
sits by the spigot in her yard, eagerly waiting for some sucker to turn it on so she
can chase the stream. According to Hurt, "She'll wait quietly, but shiver with antici-
pation while we water the garden before her turn."

In the end, she is still that crazy dog from the shelter.

This story originally appeared in the November 12, 2007 issue of High Country News
(hen.org).
KATHRYN SOCIE/HIGH COUNTRY NEWS

Life is better for
man and beast
when we all
give back to the

community...

Thank you CAWS
for giving back!

Iﬁ FIRST STATE HANK

P.O. Box 38, Hotchkiss,
CO 81419 - 970-872-3111
www.fsbh-hotchkiss.com

from a simple start
to a fabulous finish!
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LOCAL ADOPTABLES

Do you have a good home?

A few of the local adoptable creatures looking for loving homes.

Et’:ﬂ

i
o

Jack is a 1 and 1/2-year-old, male
American Bulldog mix who wants
nothing more than to please his
owner. He’s loving, attentive, obedi-
ent and would make a great family
pet. He gets along with most other
dogs and cats but is a dominant
dog. For more info, contact
debra@rocavista.com or 970-361-
5073.

Abby is a 2 and 1/2-year-old Golden
Retriever/Yellow Lab mix female
named Abby. Her owners found her
as a pup in the streets of Mexico
while on vacation. They brought her
home but, over time, the family
became too busy to train or walk
her. For more info contact 970-361-
5073 or 970-921-3784 or email
debra@rocavista.com.

Betty Boop is cautious but, given
time, she’d be the most loyal com-
panion you'll ever have.
Approximately 18 months old but
wise for her years. Betty would pre-
fer to be the only dog but tolerates
other dogs if she has to. For more
info contact debra@rocavista.com or
970-361-5073.

Luke is a one-year-old Chesapeake
Bay retriever who was abandoned
at a rental by his owner. He's got a
sweet, gentle nature, lots of energy
and can run like an Olympic athlete
through the snow. Luke is quite
thin but once he gets to normal
weight he will be a large dog. For
more info contact
debra@rocavista.com or 970-361-
5073.

Chloe is a small, two-year-old
female Basset Hound. She is a
sweet, affectionate girl who would
like a lap to call her own. She is
housebroken, likes to play with
other dogs and would love a family
to dote on her. Chloe is not a CAWS
animal but is being listed as com-
munity service. Call her temporary
home, 921-3486 for more informa-
tion.

COCOA

YODA

Lucy has the “nose” of a Beagle and
the smarts of a Catahoula. It is a
MUST that she is taken for a walk
every day. It would also help her
lose weight and calm her Beagle
instincts. She is shy and a little
nervous, at first, but once she
warms up, she’s fun loving and
affectionate. If you’d like to meet
Lucy, call her foster mom, Mary, at
970-921-3486.

Cocoa is a Shepard mix that is
veryobedient but will need some
refresher courses in training. She
seems to be house broken and gets
along with other dogs. Contact the
City of Delta Animal Shelter &
Control Delta, CO, 970-874-1078.

Yoda is a cute baby boy who loves
to play, but is also very content to
sleep in your chair. He is learning
the ways of house training but he is
still just a baby. He is very smart
and aims to please everyone. He
loves his Harley Davidson shirt and
is not afraid to show it off. Contact
the City of Delta Animal Shelter &
Control Delta, CO, 970-874-1078.

Gordy is a Wetterhoun mix who is
not real sure of himself just yet, but
he is really coming out of his shell.
He is a smaller dog and really likes
to just hang back and watch every-
thing around him. He is a very mel-
low puppy and would love to find a
forever home. Contact the City of
Delta Animal Shelter & Control
Delta, CO, 970-874-1078.

Tess is a sweetheart who came into
foster care after being hit by a car
and having her right rear leg badly
damaged. She has spent three
months recovering and now she is
almost good as new except for a
slight limp. But Tess is a trouper
and is doing just fine. Tess is about
6 years old, she knows some com-
mands, is well mannered and is
house trained. Tess would prefer to
be an only dog and enjoys chasing
cats. For more information, contact
Mary at 970-921-3555 or
dufon@paonia.com.
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THESE ADOPTION PAGES ARE MADE POSSIBLE BY THE GENEROUS SPONSORSHIP OF:

The Creamery Arts Center

“Building Community through Arts, Education & Agricultural outreach”
185 W. Bridge Street * Hotchkiss * 970 872-4848 » www.northforkarts.org
Visit our gallery * Sign up for classes * Experience our monthly openings

FROSTY

CHILI

Bingo is quite a boy but full of loco-
motion — he is always on the move.
He is a very smart and learns
quickly. He has a 3/4-length talil,
probably from his Kelpie heritage..
Bingo will make an excellent com-
panion for anyone who is active. To
meet him contact his foster mom,
Carol, at 970-399-7227 or
muttmail@paonia.com.

Frosty is a beautiful long hair
orange tabby, male kitty. He is
approximately 2-3 years old. Frosty
loves people. He likes to sit in your
lap and turn on his back like a baby
so you can pet his chin. He will fol-
low you around the house like a
dog. To meet Frosty, contact his fos-
ter mom at 970-527-3424.

Chili is a beautiful orange and
white medium size long hair
neutered male kitty, 2-3 years old.
He was found in Crawford, Colorado
and is looking for a new home. He
has lived outside but loves napping
on your lap or the sofa. He’s not
jealous and likes other cats. He will
be a snuggly companion and get any
mice that might wander into your
house. If you'd like to meet Chili,
contact Pat at 970-527-3424.

Kee-Kee is a year old long haired
female/spayed black kitty. She is
very dainty and loves to be held.
She gets along with other cats but
likes a quiet environment. Call
Becky (foster mom) at 527-3146 if
you'd like to meet Kee-Kee.

Dolly is a four-month-old, pretty
long-haired tortoiseshell kitten. She
and her litter were relinquished by
an older woman who could not care
for them. She is extremely playful
and athletic. She is shy at first but
warms up to new people in a few
days and then loves to be held and
sit in your lap. Dolly would be a
great addition to an active house-
hold. For more information contact
Toni Gaskin at 970-527-8289 or
gaskinj@tds.net.

FAITH

.Ei'a'lll.. o
BRAVE ONE

PEACHES

Faith is a pretty four-month-old
kitten with shades of gray and a lit-
tle orange in her long coat. She had
a tough start in life and received
medical care quickly enough but her
left eye had to be removed. She has
recovered welland needs to be
strictly an indoor cat. For more
information contact Toni Gaskin at
970-527-8289 or gaskinj@tds.net.

Danny is a five-month-old male
neutered gray and white kitten. He
was found as a stray. He is a little
shy at first, but is very friendly and
cuddly when he gets to know you.
He loves to play and gets along with
other kittens. For more information
contact Toni Gaskin at 970-527-
8289 or gaskinj@tds.net.

Brave One is a sweet little kitty,
about one-year-old, who loves people
and plays very well with other kit-
ties. She lives outside but loves to
come inside whenever she can. She
is very affectionate and loves to be
petted and picked up as much as
possible. Brave One is not a CAWS
foster cat but is being listed as a
courtesy. If you'd like to meet her,
call 970-527-3281.

BeeKay is a beautiful Manx adult
cat. He is mostly black with a white
nose and white toes. He is approxi-
mately four-years-old and has most-
ly been an outdoor cat but loves to
come into the house and lay around.
He is very social and likes other
cats. B.K. belonged to an elderly
lady who was taken to a nursing
home. To meet BK, contact Fran at
970-874-6338.

Peaches is a 9-year-old female,
short hair orange tabby. She is nat-
urally sweet and would love to be
queen of the castle. She would do
best in a home that she doesn’t have
to share with other critters or small
children. Peaches is an indoor/out-
door cat but mostly stays indoors.
She is current on vaccines. Call
Cindy at 527-4498.
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A C.AW.S. Re-Sale Shop

MARCH MADNESS SALE

Saturday March 20th - $5 Bag Sale

*

Meet some of our wonderful foster
cats & dogs available for adoption!

Discount spay/neuter coupons also available.
*

We now accept Visa, MC & Discover.

All store proceeds
go to support the
programs of CAWS.

DOWNTOWN: 211 Grand Avenue, Paonia
WAREHOUSE: 1st and Onarga, Paonia




